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)TO ALL PRIESTS AND RELIGIOUS WORKING IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF LAGOS, AND THE LAY FAITHFUL
Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,
1. THE MONTH OF MAY: You are all welcome to the month of May, generally known to all Catholics as the Month of Our Lady. Mary stands before us as a paradigm of true witnessing to the Paschal Mystery of her Son; from birth to death, and from resurrection to Ascension. We therefore request you to make special devotions in her honour this month. These devotions should include group recitation of the Holy Rosary, the Litany of the Blessed Virgin Mary, Talks on Our Lady and visits to Marian Grottos; amongst other pious activities.
Also, in this month we commemorate the Ascension of Our Lord Jesus Christ into heaven (14th May) and the descent of the Holy Spirit upon the Church (24th May). We pray for a fresh out-pouring of the Spirit upon us. It is our prayer that Mary, daughter of the Father, mother of the Son and bride of the Spirit will continue to intercede for us all. Amen.

2. PRAYER FOR NIGERIA IN DISTRESS: As we gradually approach the transition of power from one democratically elected Government to another in our nation, there is every need to intensify our prayers for our dear nation, Nigeria. In the light of this, I renew my call on all parishes to continue to offer the PRAYER FOR NIGERIA IN DISTRESS with deep faith and conviction especially on Sundays, asking God to bless and uphold our nation, Nigeria. We also encourage the praying of the rosary for the intercession of Our Lady Queen of Peace and Queen of Nigeria.

3. LEAVE/HOLIDAYS: This is the period when most priests go on holidays. We hereby remind everyone that we are all entitled only to approved leave allowances. No one is expected to use any more of the resources of the Parish than is permitted for buying flight tickets or any other form of transportation. More so, no one is to exceed the one-month period of Annual Leave without permission from the Archbishop.

4. ARCHDIOCESAN CHOIR COMPETITION: The Archdiocesan Bi-Annual Choir Competition holds this year. The objective is for the continuous education of our choirs on Church music and improved quality of liturgical singing. The competition is scheduled to start from June, 2015 at Deanery level. Parish Priests are expected to register their Parish choirs with the sum of N 15,000.00 on or before 31st May, 2015. The amount will be used for the payment of the facilitators and judges. The registration fee should be paid with the following details:
Bank Name:		Fidelity Bank Plc.
Account Name:	Lagos Archdiocesan Music Commission
Account Number:	4110025101

5. RECENT EVENTS CONCERNING AUGUSTINE UNIVERSITY
i. License: The long-awaited Federal Government License for Augustine University to operate as an approved University was issued to the Proprietor, the Archbishop of the Catholic Archdiocese of Lagos on Thursday March 5, 2015 at the premises of the National Universities Commission, NUC, by the Minister of Education, Mallam Ibrahim Shekarau, assisted by the Executive Secretary of NUC, Prof Julius A. Okojie.
Augustine University has thus become the 51st Private University in Nigeria and is currently listed alphabetically as Number 9 (in the Private University List) on the official website of the NUC.
	
ii. Admission Exercise for 2015/2016 Session (For Pioneer Students of Augustine University, Ilara (AUI): The first exercise to admit the most qualified pioneer students into AUI will begin in May 2015. Applicants can apply online as soon as the advertisement is published in National Newspapers and “The Herald”. Handbills will also be circulated in the parishes of the Archdiocese and other Dioceses in the Province. The University website is www.augustineuniversity.edu.ng and will be accessible to the public very soon. Admission portal can be accessed from the website. 

iii. [bookmark: _GoBack]Inauguration of the Board of Trustees for Augustine University: The Archbishop of the Catholic Archdiocese of Lagos and Proprietor of Augustine University; His Grace, Most Reverend Alfred Adewale Martins, formally inaugurated the Board of Trustees of the University on Monday, April 13, 2015; in the Conference Room of the Chancery (19, Catholic Mission Street, Lagos). The members of the Board are:
Sir Steve Omojafor			-Chairman
Monsignor John K. Aniagwu		-Member
Monsignor Bernard Okodua		-Member
Monsignor Francis Ogunmodede	-Member
Very Rev. Fr. Edward Hartnett	-Member
Mrs Priscilla Kuye				-Member
Chief Albert Adedeji Otusile J.P.	-Member

The historical event was witnessed by His Eminence, Anthony Cardinal Olubunmi Okogie during whose tenure as Archbishop the University was born. He is currently in charge of further physical development of the University. The Vicar-General of the Archdiocese, Monsignor John K. Aniagwu; the Director of Education in the Archdiocese, Monsignor Jerome Oduntan, the Director of Religious Education, Rev. Sister Judith Madueke; the Secretary to the Archbishop, Rev Fr. Anthony Nwosu and Professor Joseph O. Obemeata, Chairman of the Planning and Implementation Committee (PIC) of the University also witnessed the simple ceremony.
Other members of the PIC present were Professor Sarah Oloko, Professor Steve O. Afolami (Vice-Chancellor) and Mrs. Margaret I. Aziba (Registrar).

6. ST. AUGUSTINE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION (PROJECT TIME) AFFILIATED TO THE UNIVERSITY OF IBADAN: Admission is in progress for the 2014/2015 Session. With a minimum JAMB Score of 180 and above for Degree programs and 150 and above for NCE programs, St Augustine College is the place for you. Our programs and their Requirements include:
· B.Ed. degree (Full-Time and Distance Learning Center) – 5 Credits at one sitting
· NCE (Full- Time and Part-Time) – 6 Credits at two sittings.
· PDE (PGDE) - First Degree or H.N.D. From any recognized tertiary institution
· Catechesis - Practicing and intending Catechist OR O'Level Certificate.  
For further enquiries, call – 07051491674; 07051592559; 08034919553.

7. ANNOUNCEMENTS:
a. Quarterly Returns: Please be reminded that the returns from the following Special Collections are to be made in the First quarter of the year: Epiphany, CBCN, Laity, JDPC and Holy Land. Parish Priests/Priests-in-Charge who are yet to submit their First Quarterly Returns should do so without further delay. 
The Chancery also requires that all statutory levies and special collections be paid with different cheque leaves and at the actual quarter to avoid mix-ups. Also, when making their returns, Parish Priests or Priests-in-Charge, should ensure they attach the Blue Sheets with the front page that has the name of the parish and the appropriate quarter on it. Kindly note these in your subsequent submissions.
NB: 
1. HENCEFORTH, “QUARTERLY RETURNS” SHOULD BE ADDRESSED ONLY TO THE ARCHBISHOP; i.e COVER LETTER AND THE BLUE SHEETS 2. QUARTERLY RETURNS OF A PARTICULAR QUARTER SHOULD BE MADE NOT LATER THAN TWO (2) WEEKS INTO THE NEXT QUARTER.

b. Parish Statistics: This comes as a reminder to all Parish Priests/Priests-in-Charge that are yet to turn in their Parish Statistics to kindly do so. This should be sent to the Chancery without further delay. Kindly note that the required statistics is for the year 2014.

c. Caritas-Lagos Collection: Parishes yet to forward the proceeds of the special collection for the charity works of the Archdiocese of Lagos under the management of CARITAS-LAGOS should do so as soon as possible. This is to enable CARITAS-LAGOS respond to pending appeals with minimum delay. The Cheque should be addressed to Archdiocese of Lagos – Caritas and “Caritas-Lagos” should be written behind. Parish Priests and Priests-in-Charge should kindly take note of this and act accordingly.

d. Weekend Events: Our attention has been drawn to a recurrent trend in most parishes in the Archdiocese where societies organize Weekend Programmes/Events that run from Friday to Sunday. While these spiritual exercises, retreats and revivals are good in themselves, they should however not affect the Sunday Liturgical Assembly of the Parish. We hereby direct that such programmes end Saturday evening. All societies concerned should please take note.

e. Priests Quarterly Recollection: The Priests’ Recollection for the Second Quarter will be handled by the Jesuits. It will hold on 10th June, 2015. Let us keep this in view. Episcopal Vicars are to take note and make adequate arrangements.

f. Lagos Archdiocesan Website and Twitter: For information and update on events in the Archdiocese, kindly visit the  Archdiocesan Website at www.lagosarchdiocese.org Also, follow us via our twitter handle: archbishop@lagosarchdiocese.org 

g. Website for Vocations Directorate: This is to bring to your notice that the Vocations Directorate of our Archdiocese now has a functional website. The address is www.arclagvocations.org

h. Lay Leaders Seminar/Workshop – The Workshop for all Lay Leaders in the Archdiocesan, Deanery and Parish Laity Council; Archdiocesan and Deanery Executives of Lay Organizations/Societies/Associations and members of P.P.C, comes up as follows:
Theme: “Leadership: A Call to Consecrated Life and A Path to Holiness”.
Date: 2nd May, 2015
Time: 7:00 a.m. (Accreditation)
Venue: Conference Hall, St Mary’s Catholic Church, Isolo, Lagos.
At least Ten (10) participants are expected from Parishes (Comprising of Executives from the P.P.C. and Laity Council) and also Ten (10) participants from Archdiocesan Executives of Lay Organizations/Societies/Associations, while at least Five (5) participants are expected from Deanery Executives. 
Participation fee: N 1,500.00 (Per participant)
This will cover workshop material and lunch. Please note that no one person should double in representation (i.e no one person should represent Deanery or Parish and Lay Organization at the same time). For further information and advert booking in the brochure, please contact the Director’s Office on 07046395586 or 07046395587.

i. 2015 Laity Harvest: The Annual Archdiocesan Laity Harvest will take place as follows:
Theme: “Harvest of Dedication”
Date: 17th May, 2015
Venue: St. Dominic’s Catholic Church, Yaba, Lagos.
We appeal to all Parish Priests to ensure that the harvest envelops are distributed and collected for onward delivery on or before the date of the Harvest. Kindly ensure that you include this information in your parish bulletin and announcement.

j. OLA Sisters Nigeria Province Silver Jubilee Celebration: The Sisters of Our Lady of Apostles (OLA) Nigeria Province invites the Clergy, Religious and Lay Faithful to the celebration of 137 years of Missionary work in Nigeria (1878-2015) and the 25th Anniversary of the Inauguration of OLA Nigeria Province (1990-2015). The Thanksgiving Mass will take place as follows:
Venue:	St. Agnes Catholic Church, Maryland, Lagos.
Date: 	Saturday, 9th May, 2015
Time: 	10:00 am

k. Catholic Archdiocese of Lagos Nurses Guild: This is to bring to the awareness of all registered nurses that the Guild is now functioning at the Archdiocesan level. We encourage all Registered Nurses, young and old, to identify with their Parish Representatives or form the Guild where it does not exist. The next Archdiocesan meeting is scheduled as follows:
Venue:	St. Joseph Catholic Church, Victory Estate, Iba.
Date: 	Sunday, 24th May, 2015
Time: 	9:00 am
For further information please call any of these numbers: 08037862289, 08034477079, 08067601270, 08033063322.

l. Basic Christian Counselling Course: This is to bring to your notice that the Family and Human Life Unit (FHLU) of our Archdiocese is organising a training programme in Basic Christian Counselling scheduled as follows:
Duration: Three Months (One Friday in a month)
Commencement: Friday, 8th May, 2015
Venue: Church and Society Building 19, Maye Street, Sabo, Yaba
Training Fee: N 3,500 per month (including breakfast and lunch)
Certificate Fee: 2,000
For more information/enquiries, please call 08033804494

m. Children’s Day Celebration: The Children’s Day Celebration this year will hold in Parishes on 31st May, 2015. We request that adequate preparations be made in this respect.

n. Final Rites of RCIA and Confirmation of Candidates: The reception of the Sacrament of Confirmation will take place as follows:
Chief Celebrant: His Grace, Most Rev. Alfred Adewale Martins
Venue: St. Dominic’s Catholic Church, Yaba
Date: 24th May, 2015 (Pentecost Sunday)
Time: 11: 00 a.m.

PRIESTLY ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY:  We congratulate, rejoice and request your prayers for Rev. Frs. Godwin Eduke, Joseph Monye, Garber Leo, Anthony Odoh, Gilbert Thesing, Njugi A. Gichuki, Martin Aitsebaomo, OP, Alexander Isonga, Johnson Chacko and Michael Ogunniyi whose sacerdotal ordination Anniversaries occur this month. May God grant them lasting joy and the grace of final perseverance. Ad Multos Annos!

(Signed)
+ Alfred Adewale Martins
Archbishop, Metropolitan See of Lagos.
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