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TO ALL PRIESTS AND RELIGIOUS WORKING IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF LAGOS, AND THE LAY FAITHFUL
Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord,

1. NOVEMBER: Welcome to the penultimate month of the Year. During this month, the Church commemorates the Solemnity of All Saints (Nov.1) and All Souls (Nov.2) to remind her faithful of the importance of sanctity and the reality of mortality. 
a. All Saints’ Day: All Saints’ Day is a Holy Day of Obligation set aside to remember and celebrate all the Saints and Martyrs throughout Christian history, known or unknown, canonized or beatified whose holy and virtuous lives have earned a beatific place in the heavenly home. The feast inspires tremendous hope and reminds us of the universal call to holiness (Lumen Gentium, 40). We rejoice with them and hope that their prayers will bring us God’s love, mercy and forgiveness.
b. All Souls’ Day: Directly following the Feast of All Saints is the feast of All Souls. This feast reminds us of human finitude and mortality. On this day, the Church remembers and prays for the Souls of the Faithful Departed. We are therefore encouraged to express our solidarity with the souls in purgatory through public and private prayers, and obtain plenary indulgences by offering the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, visiting a Church or a Cemetery and giving alms to the poor. The Church mandates all Priests to celebrate three (3) Masses on this day: one for the faithful departed, one for the priest’s intention or any person, and one for the intention of the Holy Father. We will do well to remember victims of the various disasters in the world. We are requested to pray for the victims of the various religious disturbances in our nation especially the victims of the Boko Haram insurgence and internally displaced people in the North East.
2. GRATITUDE: We express profound gratitude and thanks to our Guest Speaker, Prof. Epiphany Azinge, our invited Guests, Priests, Religious, and Lay Faithful who honoured our invitation with their physical presence and financial contributions at the 8th edition of the Anthony Cardinal Okogie Annual Lecture/Foundation. May God reward you all abundantly.

3. CHRIST THE KING: The celebration of the Solemnity of Christ the King comes up on Sunday, 22nd November, 2015. It marks the end of the 2014/2015 Liturgical Year. On this day, Eucharistic Procession is held throughout Nigeria. The Procession at Holy Cross Cathedral begins at 2:00 p.m. prompt from the Cathedral to St. Gregory’s College, Obalende. During this procession, we commemorate the reign of Christ as the King of the Universe and his completion of the renewed creation that marks the fullness of the Kingdom of God. Let us all march out and proclaim Christ the Universal King.
4.  FAMILY ROSARY AND EUCHARISTIC ADORATION FOR SIX MONTHS: The Catholic Bishops of Nigeria, have called on all to pray. In many respects, it can be said that our Nation is today at the crossroads. Although the general elections were peaceful, our problems are far from over. The Bishops therefore feel the need to renew their call to prayer. In addition to the prayers already being said for the Nation, CBCN asks individuals, families and parishes to intensify their prayers for a period of six months, beginning from the month of October and according to the following programme:
 (i)  Family Rosary- Every Saturday evening
 (ii) Rosary and One Hour Adoration in Parishes-Last Sunday of the month (between 3.00 pm and 6.00 pm).
The family Rosary and the Eucharistic Adoration should always end with either the Prayer against Bribery and Corruption or the Prayer for Nigeria in Distress. This six-month prayer programme is expected to end on 4th April 2016, the Solemnity of the Annunciation of the Lord. 
5. ARCHDIOCESAN PARISH GUIDELINES: This is to bring to the notice of all in the Archdiocese that we have approved the Archdiocesan Guidelines (Parish Pastoral and Laity Councils, Human Resources Management and Parish Finance and Administration). To this effect, All existing Parish Pastoral Council, Parish Laity Council and Parish Finance Council are to be dissolved to give way for the implementation of the Parish Guidelines of the Archdiocese. The new Councils are to be inaugurated on the 29th November, 2015 the beginning of the New Liturgical Year for a period of 3 years tenure.
N.B: The dissolution is only applicable to Parish Pastoral Council, Parish Laity Council and Finance Council and NOT Societies in the Parish.
6. HARVEST 2015: The harvest season is here again. While we work and pray for a good harvest, we must ensure that provision is made for adequate security of lives and properties in our Churches. We enjoin all Priests to maintain proper liturgical decorum during the “Harvest Masses” and Bazaar bearing in mind that the House of God is first and foremost the House of prayer. Please note that on no account should the Sanctuary be profaned with Harvest Banners; for the sanctuary is a sacred place of worship and the Blessed Sacrament, our focal point of worship, takes prominence.

Our attention has been drawn also to Parish Priests who invite priests from different places during this season without proper permission, instruction and guidance on Archdiocesan liturgical regulations. Of particular emphasis is the Selling of Apples, Boiled Eggs, Football Club Jerseys; Sowing of seeds, Handkerchief Sundays, etc. These extraneous and non-Catholic practices must stop.
7. ALPHA  COURSE– CATHOLIC CONTEXT
The Alpha Course is an evangelistic course which seeks to introduce the basics of the Christian faith through a series of guided talks and discussions. It aims to help people to either discover or rediscover the meaning and joy of the Christian message. It gives one an opportunity to leverage on the experiences of others in a friendly, warm and simple atmosphere. Alpha is an invaluable tool for evangelization. 
Alpha courses are being run in Churches, homes, workplaces, prisons, universities and a wide variety of other locations. The course is being run around the world by all major Christian denominations. In our Archdiocese it has been organised in different Parishes and Centres such as St. Charles Borromeo Catholic Church, Victoria Island, Holy Cross Cathedral, Lagos, Catholic Church of Divine Mercy, Lekki, and Lagos Resource Centre, to mention a few.
Parish Priest and Institutions are encouraged to embrace this laudable Programme. If you wish to run Alpha in your Parish or institution, kindly contact Rev. Fr. Anthony Nwosu on 08063853466 or Mrs. Aima Lijadu on 080333454777,08136304244.
8. AUGUSTINE UNIVERSITY

i. Inauguration Ceremony of Augustine University: The Archbishop of the Catholic Archdiocese of Lagos and Proprietor of Augustine University; His Grace, Most Reverend Alfred Adewale Martins, formally inaugurated the Augustine University on Friday, October 23rd, 2015 at the University Campus, Ilara-Epe. 
ii. Admission Requirements for Augustine University: We implore Parish Priests and Priests-in-Charge to inform their Parishioners especially the Jambites of the Admission requirements for the Augustine University.  A minimum JAMB Score of 180 in relevant subject combinations is required. For more information, please visit the University website at www.augustineuniversity.edu.ng. Available Programmes are:

FACULTY OF HUMANITIES, MANAGEMENT AND SOCIAL SCIENCES

1. B.Sc. Economics

2. B.Sc. Business Administration

3. B.Sc. Accounting

4. B.Sc. Banking and Finance

5. B.A. English

6. B.A. Philosophy

7. B.A. Religious Studies

FACULTY OF SCIENCE

8. B.Sc. Mathematics

9. B.Sc. Computer Science

10. B.Sc. Microbiology

11. B.Sc. Biology

12. B.Sc. Chemistry

13. B.Sc. Physics
Parish Priests and Priests-in-Charge are to include this announcement in their weekly bulletin and keep repeating it for the next twelve months. 

9. ST. AUGUSTINE COLLEGE OF EDUCATION (PROJECT TIME) AFFILIATED   TO THE UNIVERSITY OF IBADAN: Admission is in progress for the 2014/2015 Session. With a minimum JAMB Score of 180 and above for Degree programs and 150 and above for NCE programs, St Augustine College is the place for you. Our programs and their Requirements include:
· B.Ed. degree (Full-Time and Distance Learning Center) – 5 Credits at one sitting

· NCE (Full- Time and Part-Time) – 6 Credits at two sittings.

· PDE (PGDE) - First Degree or H.N.D. From any recognized tertiary institution

· Catechesis - practicing and intending Catechist OR O'Level Certificate.  
For further enquiries, call – 07051491674; 07051592559; 08034919553.
10. PILGRIMAGE TO THE HOLY LAND: The pilgrimage to the Holy Land organised by the LAGOS STATE CHRISTIAN PILGRIMS WELFARE BOARD comes up this month. Interested Catholics should pick up the forms at either: The Chapel of Light, Alausa, Ikeja or Lagos State Christian Pilgrims Welfare Board, 127, Obafemi Awolowo Way, Allen Round-About, GTI HOUSE, Ikeja (Tel 08025028275; 08051585454; 08067978407) or contact Rev. Fr. Julius Olaitan – 08023135237.
11. LUMEN CHRISTI TELEVISION NETWORK: Lumen Christi Television Network is introducing live Streaming/Broadcast on PCS, Mobile Devices and Social Media. You can also watch Lumen Christi TV online @ www.lumenchristitv.com or on TV Afrique, IPTV and Amazon TV through Kindle Appstore. Lumen Christi have also established “links” to enable all potential viewers download apps directly from our website as stated above.
For those who are yet to see us on their home TV Screens locally and desire to do so, kindly obtain a decoder and dish for N 10, 000 at Lumen Christi TV House at Our Lady of Fatima Complex, Lekki. For more information please contact the management on 08126280868.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
a. Advent Season: The Season of Advent is around the corner again. The word Advent means “coming.” It is a season of expectation and longing for the Messiah who is to come. We sing the song “O Come, O come, Emmanuel” with eager hope and longing, not because we seek a Messiah yet to come to the world, but because the Christ has come and we long for him to come to us again. Let us therefore avail ourselves the opportunity that Advent provides to renew our relationship with the King who is to come so that we can reap the fruits of Christmas.
b. 2015 Purgatorian Week: All Purgatorian Societies in the Archdiocese are expected to observe a week long activity in their various Parishes. The Purgatorian Week begins on Sunday 8th to Saturday 14th November, 2015. Preceding the week is the commemoration of the Feast of All Souls on Monday 2nd November, 2015. We are encouraged to offer intense prayers and supplications for the release of the souls in purgatory. Sequel to this, there shall be Office of the Reading and Morning Prayer for the Dead, Requiem Mass and Prayer at the grave side for Priests and Religious at Ikoyi Cemetery. This spiritual event will take place at the Chapel of St. Gregory’s College, SW, Ikoyi, Lagos on the same day (2nd Nov.) by 10.00am.
On Sunday the 29th November, 2015, All the Purgatorians in the Archdiocese will converge at St. Ferdinand Catholic Church, Ipaja, at 10. 00 am for a Thanksgiving Mass in honour of the Holy Souls. May the souls of all the faithful departed through the mercy of God rest in peace. 
c. Family and Human Life Unit (FHLU): This is to inform individuals who wish to be trained to work in the area of Marriage, Family and Human Life, Counselling or Social Work that training is scheduled to hold as follows:
· Marriage Theology and Lived Experience: Full time course running for 10 weeks on every Tuesday , from 15th September – 17th November, 2015
· Human Psychology and Christian Counselling Course Part 2: (For Participants who have attended the Basic Christian Counselling Course Part 1) will hold on one Friday a month, beginning from 23rd October, 2015 for ten months.
· Billings Ovulation Method of Natural Family Planning: One Saturday a month for 7 months, beginning from 3rd October, 2015.
· Basic Christian Counselling Course Part 1: One Friday a Month for 3 months, beginning from 13th November, 2015.
Venue: Church & Society Building, 19, Maye Street, off Commercial Avenue, Sabo, Yaba
Cost: 3,500.00 per month (includes Tea Break & Lunch)

Graduation & Certificate Fees: Marriage Theology & Lived Experience – N 5,000.00



Human Psychology and Christian Counselling Course Part 2
N 5,000.00



Billings Ovulation Method of Natural Family Planning

N 2,500.00



Basic Christian Counselling Course Part 1



N 1,500.00

Time: 10:00 AM – 4:00 PM
For more information/enquiries, please call 08033804494, 08028489999
d. Meetings with the Archbishop: As part of the efforts to interact and receive the thoughts of the Priests and Religious on the life of our Archdiocese, the following meetings have been scheduled to hold on the respective dates below by 11.00 a.m. at the Holy Cross Cathedral Hall;
· Female Religious

: Wednesday, 11th November, 2015
· Male Religious

: Wednesday, 18th November, 2015
e. THE ARCHDIOCESAN LITURGY COMMITTEE BI-MONTHLY MEETING: The Archdiocesan Liturgy Committee Bi-Monthly Meeting comes up on the 14th of November, 2015. The chairmen and secretaries of the liturgy committee in the parishes of the Archdiocese are expected to be present. The presidents and secretaries of the liturgical groups (Lectors, Church Wardens, Altar servers and Choir) as well should be in attendance. 
                  Time: 11.00 am

                  Venue: St. Agnes Maryland Conference Center.
f. Annual Priests Retreat: The Annual Retreat of Priests in the Archdiocese for this year has been scheduled to hold from 30th November to 11th of December, 2015. 

· First Batch:  30th November to 4th, December, 2015

· Second Batch: 7th to 11th, December, 2015. 
· Venue: Eucharistic Heart of Jesus Generalate’s Domus Fidei, Ikeja, Lagos.
To this end you are kindly requested to promptly fulfill your financial obligation through the Priests Welfare Committee Chairman, Rev. Msgr. Jerome Oduntan. Please note that the retreat is obligatory and not optional. Hence, ALL must attend. 
g. Directory 2016: The year 2015 is fast approaching. Kindly go through this year’s Directory again for possible corrections, omissions, amendments and suggestions for the improvement of our Directory. Please, send your comments to the Chancery not later than 4th November, 2015. You may also reach the Chancery through the e-mail address: arclagos@yahoo.com. We look forward to hearing from you.
h. Archdiocesan Advent Pilgrimage: This Year’s Advent Pilgrimage will be hosted by Ikeja Deanery, Lagos. 
· Date​​​​​: 12th December, 2015
· Venue: St. Augustine’s Catholic Church, Ikorodu.  
· Time: 10. 00 a.m
All Priests and Lay Faithful are expected to attend and participate actively in this spiritual exercise. Parish Priests & Priests-in-Charge are kindly requested to encourage their Parishioners to come in large numbers.

i. CATHOLIC YOUTH ORGANIZATION OF NIGERIA (CYON) ARCHDIOCESE OF LAGOS: There will be Archdiocesan Youth Award (AYA) and Beauty Pageant on 12th December, 2015. For further information, please contact the Archdiocesan CYON Chaplain on 08025693293 or the President on 08062920945.
j. Catholic Faith Family Competition: 
As you already know the Catholic Faith Family Competition has been inaugurated by the Archbishop. In keeping with the rules and regulations of the competition and to ensure its success
· Catechists are to collaborate with the Knight of St. John International and their Parish Priest to sensitize and awaken the interest of parishioners in the faith family project by ensuring that they receive regular and adequate information. 
· They are to arrange the curriculum for study, in such a way that it is covered by the end of March 2016.
· Also ensure Families active involvement and participation of families in the competition.
Call Catechetics / Religious Education Department for Clarifications on 08066224284 and 08033574050
k. Antioch Pastoral Institute: Application for admission into Antioch Pastoral institute for the 2016/2017 session has commenced. Admission is open to persons desiring to be trained as Evangelizers, Catechists and Catechism Teachers. You are also qualified to apply, if you are a Lay Liturgical Minister, a Parish office staff, a Religious Sister, or Individual who wishes to refresh, update and upgrade their knowledge of Catholic faith and morals. If you do not belong to any of these categories but desire to be trained as a Pastoral agent, please feel free to apply.

The current session will operate from two centres: Ikeja Region and Lagos / Lekki regions. Forms are obtainable   at N 500.00 only from Catechetics /Religious Education Department Archdiocese of Lagos, 19, Maye Street, Yaba, Lagos  
l. Quarterly Returns: Please be reminded that the returns from the following Special Collections are to be made in the third quarter of the year: Peter’s pence, Education Sunday and St. Augustine’s College. We remind all the Parish Priests and Priests-in-Charge who are yet to remit their returns for the 1st, 2nd and 3rd quarters especially the Special Collections or are not up-to-date in this regard to please do so unfailingly before the end of November. The Chancery also requires that every payable levy and special collection be made with different cheque leaves to avoid mix-ups. Also, when making their returns, Parish Priests or Priests-in-Charge, should ensure they attach the Blue Sheets with the front page that has the name of the parish and the appropriate quarter on it. Kindly note these in your subsequent submissions.
m. Monthly Retreat: Mater Ecclesia Monastery, Sangotedo, Lagos organizes a day of spiritual retreat for young girls from 15 years above for the purpose of discerning their vocation. The retreat is scheduled to hold on the first Saturday of every month. Time: 9:00 am – 4.00 pm. Venue: Mater Ecclesia Monastery, Sangotedo, Lekki, Lagos. 
n. Priests’ and Religious Get-together 2015: This has been scheduled to hold on Tuesday, 29th December, 2015. Venue: St. Agnes Catholic Church, Maryland. Kindly endeavour to be present.

o. Cecilian Academy of Sacred Music: This is to inform the Clergy, Religious and Lay Faithful of our Archdiocese that admission is on for the 2015/2016 Academic Session into the Archdiocesan Music School. Courses available includes:
i. Foundation in Sacred Music
ii. Certificate in Sacred Music

iii. Diploma in Sacred Music

Admission is open to everyone, irrespective of age or gender. Visit your parish office to pick up registration form for free or download it from the website www.cecilianacademy.com. For further information contact the school on 08094982511 or info@cecilianacademy.com  
p. PRIESTLY ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY:  We congratulate, rejoice and request your prayers for Rev. Msgr. Erinle Anthony, and Rev. Frs. Adeyemi Peter, Obayomi Patrick, Nwanua Joseph, Opara Hubert, Onwudiegwu Michael, Ethelbert Ukpabi, Ibe Hyacinth and Mordi Cosmas. Others are: Osuntope Peter, Udoh Gabriel, Abulu Jude, Amadi Marcellinus, Anokere Joseph, Emeana Denis, Maiku Peter, Teko Marcellinus, Omoregie Jerome, Okonkwo Christian, Iwu Simeon, and Ogidan Andrew, whose sacerdotal ordination anniversaries occur this month. May God grant them lasting joy and the grace of final perseverance. Ad multos annos.
(Signed)

+ Alfred Adewale Martins

Archbishop, Metropolitan See of Lagos
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