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TO ALL PRIESTS AND RELIGIOUS WORKING IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF
LAGOS, AND THE LAY FAITHFUL
Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord:
1. The Month of December: We thank the Lord for preserving our lives to the last
month of the year 2021 and for walking with us through the trying times that we
have experienced in the course of the year. The month of December is a month of
hope, expectation, joy and celebration. During the month we have celebrations such
as the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary,the
birth our Lord at Christmas and the Feast of Holy Family of Nazareth. The
month is one of retrospection, stock-taking, self-evaluation and thanksgiving to God.
The season of Christmas begins with the First Vespers (Evening Prayer) of
Christmas on December 24th and ends on the Sunday after Epiphany.
2. The Season of Advent is already with us. The liturgical colour of the season i.e.,
purple, paints a spiritual portrait of hope and expectation, of longing and waiting, of
conversion and penance in preparation for Christmas. Advent is the beginning of the
new Liturgical Year and can be seen as another opportunity to renew ourselves
spiritually. There are particular themes in the liturgy throughout Advent: a spirit of
waiting, of conversion and joyful hope. It is a season of eager longing for the
Messiah who is to come. We sing the song “O Come, O come, Emmanuel” to express
the eager longing and hope for the coming of our messiah who came to us first as a
child in the manger and who has promised to come again. Let us therefore avail
ourselves of the opportunity that Advent provides to renew our relationship with
God: do penance, works of charity and carry out the corporal and spiritual works of
mercy so that we can reap the fruits of the Lord’s coming both at Christmas and at
the end of time.
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The Christmas Season on its own part, expresses the boundless love of God; a love that
heralds hope, inaugurates peace, engenders faith, and establishes the triumph of
justice. While we busy ourselves with traveling, shopping, partying, cleaning and other
material preparations for Christmas let us not lose sight of its spiritual significance –
the opportunity to encounter Jesus and embrace his offer of friendship and salvation.
I wish you all a merry Christmas and a happy New Year in advance
3. Archdiocesan Preparation for the 2023 Synod of Bishops: With the beginning of
the preparations for the forthcoming Synod by our Holy Father and the opening of the
Diocesan stage in our Archdiocese on 17th October 2021, we have begun the process of
accepting and acting on the invitation of our Holy Father to pray, listen, share
experiences and discern with the aim of offering advice and offering pastoral decisions
that would be guided by the will of God and the lived experiences of the People of God.
To that effect, every Deanery shall have three facilitators (priest, Religious and lay
faithful) who will help to coordinate synodal sessions at Parish and deanery levels as well
as prepare reports for the Archdiocesan Team. The synthesis of these reports will
constitute our Archdiocesan contribution towards the 2023 Synod. The timeline for the
activities for the phase shall be communicated very soon. Meanwhile, we enjoin everyone
to pray for the success of this phase of the synod and to participate actively as
required of them.
4. The new Omicron Variant COVID-19: In the last circular, we stated a review of
some of the practices that we put in place in the heat of the COVID-19 pandemic. Since
then, we have heard of the advent of a new strain of the virus that is afflicting parts
of the world already. We do not know whether it has arrived the shores of our country
or not but we ask everyone to pay adequate attention and take all due precautions. We
shall continue to monitor the news about this variant and act accordingly.
5. Augustine University, Ilara (Aui) Offers New Courses: Our Augustine University
has got NUC approval to enroll students for the following new courses:
B.Sc Mass Communication
B.Sc Political Science
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B.Sc Biochemistry
B.Sc Cyber Security
B.Sc Fisheries and Aquaculture
B.Sc Information Technology
B.Sc Software Engineering
The University is also offering JUPEB, so students can now gain entry into 200 Level in
the University after completing the JUPEB programme. Please bring this to the notice
of your parishes and Associations of the lay faithful.
6. DISCLAIMER: Upon the information at our disposal, we wrote a letter on 29th
January, 2021 introducing a company: Estabet Synergy Limited, as a company that
offered to enroll parishioners and obtain NIN for them in the premises of our parishes.
We stated clearly in the letter that the service was going to be offered at NO COST
to the parish or parishioners.
It has come to our notice that the representative of the company has been asking for
money from youths that he promised to employ for the service, contrary to the
assurances we received. We hereby inform everyone that we have withdrawn our
introduction of the company for the said purpose. Please beware of any engagement
with the said company.
7. ANNOUNCEMENTS:
a. Annual Priests Retreat: The 2nd batch of the Annual Retreat of Priests in the
Archdiocese for this year has been scheduled to hold from 5th to 10th December,
2021, while the third batch is scheduled to hold from 12th to 17th December, 2021.
b. Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception and End of the Year of St. Joseph:
There shall be a novena in preparation for the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception
from 29th November- 7th December, 2021 at the Marian Shrine at 4:30pm daily.
The ceremony marking the end of the year of St. Joseph would take place at the Marian
Shrine with the celebration of the Solemnity of the Immaculate Conception on
Wednesday December 8th, 2021 at 6:00pm.
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c. Priests’ and Religious Get-Together 2021: This has been scheduled to hold on
Tuesday, 28th December, 2021. Venue: St. Agnes, Maryland Kindly endeavour to be
present.
d. Archdiocesan Christmas Carols: The Lagos Archdiocesan Music Commission
(LAMCOM) in collaboration with Holy Cross Cathedral presents the Lagos Archdiocesan
Christmas Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols. This event will feature the Holy Cross
Cathedral Choir, the Archdiocesan Choir, the Ikeja, Badagry, Lagos, and Lekki Regional
Choirs, the Musica Casa Chorale and the Cecilian Diploma Chorale.
Date: Sunday, 12th December, 2021
Venue: Holy Cross Cathedral
Time: 3:00pm All are cordially invited.
Our Archbishop would be there to welcome us as we celebrate the birth of Christ in a
musical grand style.
e. Orientation and Induction of New Priests: We have the tradition in the
Archdiocese of giving an orientation programme on liturgical and pastoral and related
practices in the Archdiocese to newly ordained priests as well as priests newly
appointed to serve in the Archdiocese of Lagos. This will come up from 13th to 15th
January, 2022. The venue for the orientation is Domus Fidei, Eucharistic Heart of
Jesus Generalate, Ikeja, Lagos.
All the priests posted to the Archdiocese who have not participated, no matter how
long they may have been in the Archdiocese, are expected to participate next year. We
emphasize it again that only new priests and priests newly posted to the Archdiocese
who duly take part in the orientation programme can be appointed Parish Priests in the
Archdiocese. Everyone concerned should note that participation in this orientation
programme is mandatory.
f. Quarterly Returns and Special Collections: Please be reminded that returns from
the following Special Collections are to be made in the fourth quarter of the year: AUI
Collection- 12/12/2021, Health Collection (PLWHA)- 12/12/2021. All Parish Priests
and Priests-in-Charge are reminded of the need to follow the new system of Quarterly
returns remittance as instructed at the seminars held in the month of March. Also be
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reminded that all remittances to the Chancery should be made through Bank Transfers
or pay cheques directly to the Chancery’s bank accounts. Note: Do not bring cheques to
the Chancery, bring only Evidences of Payment.
g. Leading for Mission for Parish lay Readers: we are grateful to the Deans, Parish

Priests, Deanery and Parish Laity Council Executives that have contributed to the
successful launch of this MANDATORY training programme for ALL CURRENT Parish
EXECUTIVE OFFICE HOLDERS and Council Members. Kindly be informed that all
concerned persons are expected to complete this training in 2022. We also solicit the
assistance of all concerned in providing the requirements to enable us achieve our goal
of empowering people to participate effectively and efficiently in the task of advancing
God’s kingdom in our Archdiocese
h. Small Christian Community Seminar: there will be SCC Archdiocese of Lagos
Seminar for SCC leaders and facilitators on Saturday, 4th December, 2021, at Holy
Cross Cathedral by 10:00am. Each Parish should send 3 delegates. Please all Covid
protocols will be strictly enforced.
i. LAGOS CATHOLIC NETWORK, LCN (LAGOS ARCHDIOCESAN MOBILE APP):

Our Archdiocese has launched its first official mobile application: Lagos Catholic
Network (LCN). This amazing platform is meant to help the catholic faithful: laity,
religious and priests to enhance and grow their faith in an atmosphere of interaction
within the digital community.
Live Broadcast of Masses; Daily Readings and reflections, various novenas and other
catholic prayers would be available on the App. The App will give access to a lot of
information from the Archdiocese, including the content of the online Catholic Herald
Newspaper. Trending topics in the Catholic world would be available for discussion on
this platform. This platform would create an exciting new "Catholic Community on Social
Media" that will enhance our spiritual growth through new information in an interactive
and fun-filled environment.
To download the LCN App, do the following:
1. Go to Google Play Store
2. Search for "LCN" or "LAGOS CATHOLIC NETWORK"
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3. Download the App, register, connect with other Catholics and enjoy!!
k. Mater Ecclesiae Monastery:
Monthly Retreat: Mater Ecclesiae Monastery, Sangotedo, Lagos organises a day of
spiritual retreat for young girls from 15 years and above for the purpose of discerning
their vocation. The retreat is scheduled to hold on the first Saturday of every month.
Time: 9:00 am – 4.00 pm. Venue: Mater Ecclesia Monastery, Sangotedo, Lekki, Lagos.
Mater Ecclesiae Retreat Center: Mater Ecclesiae Retreat Center is officially open to
everyone for personal and Group Retreats. Time for Public Adoration to the Most Holy
Sacrament is from Mondays to Saturdays 9:00am to 8:30pm; on Sundays after 9:00am
Mass to 12:15pm; and from 3:30pm to 5:00pm. Also, you can visit the Book Centre. For
more inquiries, call 09085648168.
j.

St. Gregory School of Pastoral Music: This is the Catholic School of Music of

the Archdiocese of Lagos that offers choirmasters, choristers, and interested music
lovers a Diploma Certificate in Pastoral Music after successfully completing a program
of 3 years’ part-time studies. It is aimed at training Music Directors for parishes,
communities, schools and similar institutions as it helps to develop their interest in
music and the relevant theological/pastoral knowledge required for making them into
Pastoral Musicians. The school is currently in discussion with Augustine University, Ilara
on affiliation for the award of the Diploma.
To join the preparatory class, please click the link below for registration:
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/15wZ44SWIkvZ6BnpSxEL0itoBWk7pE1lZKA2oQ8icY
/edit?usp=drivesdk
The preparatory class is a 3-month study time geared towards preparing interested
persons for the Entrance Examination to join the Diploma program. Interested persons
can

also

visit

the

school’s

page

on

Facebook

with

the

link

below:

https://www.facebook.com/StGregoryDiplomaSchoolOfPastoralMusic.
For more information about the school, please contact the: Mr. Simon Eze
07069289868 (Registrar) or Rev. Fr. Peter Osuntope 08023700587 (The Director)
k.

ADMISSION

INTO

LAGOS

ARCHDIOCESAN

SCHOOLS
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CATHOLIC

SECONDARY

This is to inform our dear parents that admission into JSS 1 for the 2022/2023
academic session in all Catholic Secondary Schools in the Archdiocese of Lagos is in
progress. The Entrance Examination comes up on 19th March, 2022 at the selected
schools. Forms can be obtained at the school of choice, all Catholic Primary Schools in
the Archdiocese, selected parishes and electronically on examcentre.ng or on any of
the following schools’ website. Sale of forms will close one week to the date of
examination.
The 10 Catholic Archdiocesan Secondary Schools are:
1. St Gregory College, South-West, Ikoyi http://www.stgregoryscollege.ng
2. Holy Child Girls College, Ikoyi http://www.holychildcollegeswikoyi.org
3. St Finbarr College, Akoka http://www.stfinbarrscollegeakoka.com
4. St Kizito’s College, Iju-Ishaga
5. Mater Ecclesiae College, Epe http://www.materecclesiaecollege.com
6. Sacred Heart College, Apapa http://www.sacredheartcollegeapapa.com.ng
7. Maryland Comprehensive Secondary School, Maryland http://www.mcssmaryland.org
8. Our Lady of Apostles Secondary School, Yaba http://www.olassyaba.sch.ng
9. Marywood Girls College, Ebute-Metta http://www.marywoodgc-lagos.org
10. St. Thomas Aquinas Catholic College, Okomaiko
Let us give our children the holistic advantages that Catholic education offers!
l.

CATHOLIC YOUTH ORGANIZATION OF NIGERIA:

a. End of the Year Thanksgiving Prayers (1st-9th December 2021): the end of the
year “Thank You Jesus” prayer for Nine days (1000 Thank you Jesus daily for 9 Days)
will start from the 1st-9th December, 2021 with the theme: Authentic Gratitude is our
Attitude-Luke 17: 11-19. The prayer can be done individually or in groups
(Parishes/Deaneries) and at the most convenient of times.
b. Leadership Training for all Deanery Executives: the leadership training/workshop
is for all Deanery Executives of CYON. Venue: the CYON Secretariat, Yaba, Topic: Why
leaving leadership position when the ovation is high? Date: 15th and 16th January, 2021.
To be facilitated by the Youth Directorate
c. How much do you know about CYON: the monthly interactive series titled, “What
does CYON stand for? How much do you know about CYON?” continues this month on
Sunday, 19th December, 2021 at 7:30pm. The link will be shared as the time
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approaches in every given month. We thank all participants at the last session in
November and encourage more participation subsequently.
8. Priestly Ordination Anniversary: We congratulate, rejoice with and request your
prayers for the following confreres, whose Sacerdotal Ordination anniversaries occur
this month: Anthony Cardinal Okogie, Msgri. Christopher Boyo, Bernard Okodua, Philip
Hoteyin, Francis Ogunmodede, Gabriel Osu, Frs. Benjamin Bello, Christopher Chindo,
Edward Hartnett, Cornelius Azo, Jerome Akinyemi, Michael Umoh, Gabriel Iheanacho,
David Ajir Ahmadu, Gasper Olanrewaju, Augustine Onwuzuruike, Anthony Aderibigbe,
Paul Anyansi, Innocent Chiamaka, Francis Ike, Augustine Okhuelegbe, Williams Ajulo,
Francis Opara, Wilfred Nwachukwu, Maxwell Berechi, Eugene Oguzie, Linus Osuchukwu
George Anibuike, Augustine Ikuomola, John Okoro, Charles Orekoya, Emmanuel Ayeni,
Anthony Godonu, Simeon Irabor, Martin Iwueze, Panachy Ogbede, Anthony Orioha,
Stephen Akinsowon, John-Paul Ale, Damian Alozie, Raymond Anoliefo, Melvis Mayaki,
Hyginus Nwanze, Eric Onyeoziri, Peter Abatan, Philip Sosu-Mobee, Benedict Uwanaka,
Agor Paschal, Joseph Anyanwu, Anthony Nwosu, Gabriel Odunaiya, Paul Adekoya, Robert
Oji, John Nutayi, Philip Uchendu, Anthony Okoro, Michael Omughele, Joseph
Nwokeforo, S.R Umoh, Paul Amenaghawon, Houesou Leon, Bankole Vincent, Onuoha
Dominic, Peter Azagba, Ugochukwu Collins, Moses Olayi, Adesanya Martins, Akaeme
Moses, Izuagie Nicholas, Nnama Stephen. May God grant them lasting joy and the grace
of final perseverance. Ad multos annos!
9. Bereavement: We announce, with deep sympathy with the Sisters of Eucharistic
Heart og Jesus Congregation and biological family, the demise of Sr. Veronica
Maduforo, EHJ, She died on 8th November, 2021 and was buried on 30th Nov. 2021.
Kindly celebrate Masses for the repose of her soul and the consolation of her family.
May God grant her eternal rest. Amen.

Signed

+ Alfred Adewale Martins
Archbishop, Metropolitan See of Lagos
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