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SEEKING AND STRIVING FOR PEACE IN TURBULENT TIMES: A PASTORAL
LETTER CALLING PEOPLE TO FAITH AND UNITED ACTION.

To the Esteemed Priests, Devoted Religious, and Dedicated Lay Faithful of the

Archdiocese of Lagos, as well as all who work for Peace and Justice,
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

I extend warm greetings in the name of the Prince of Peace, the one whom the prophet
Isaiah assures us will guide us into the way of peace—Our Lord Jesus Christ. May an
abundance of peace envelop you, and may the grace of the Holy Spirit be in your hearts
and homes. In these challenging times of turmoil and uncertainty, let us turn to the Lord,

seeking His guidance in the course of our lives.

In recent years, and particularly over the past year, our nation has grappled with unrest,
discord, and disturbance. The intricate fabric of our society, woven with threads of
diversity and resilience, has been confronted with unprecedented challenges that
jeopardize the very essence of the peace that we fervently desire. The dissonance,
whether propelled by political unrest, social fragmentation, economic disparities, or the
reverberations of religious and cultural clashes, has cast shadows upon our collective

aspirations for harmony and tranquility.

Amidst this turbulence, our unwavering commitment to peace must stand as a beacon of
hope. It is in these trying moments that the light within us, enkindled by our shared
values and bound by our common humanity, must shine even more brilliantly. We possess
the power to sow the seeds of peace that will grow into a garden of understanding,

tolerance, and unity.

This pastoral letter is not mere ink on parchment; it is an invitation to introspection, a
clarion call to develop a roadmap and plan of action that will lead to the serenity we

earnestly seek as we begin a new calendar year. We must journey together, hand in

e




hand, as we explore pathways to peace upon which our community, our city, and our

nation shall attain the desired peace.

In John 20:19, following His resurrection from the dead, Jesus'’ first words to His disciples
were " Peace be with you.”Peace, a gift that Christ ensured His disciples embraced and
disseminated wherever they went. Indeed, peace is a sacred and invaluable gift that we
are called to pursue and nurture actively. Peace is not a passive state but an ongoing and
dynamic process that demands perpetual attention and constant effort to attain and
maintain. It is a virtue we must cultivate within ourselves and our communities,
recognizing that only when we are at peace within that we can effectively labor for peace

in the world.

In the rich tapestry of our nation, well-known for its diversity, we find ourselves immersed
in the splendor of various cultures, yet grappling with the challenge of social
fragmentation. Despite our interconnectedness, ethnic tensions persist, casting shadows
on our collective peace. These tensions, fueled by misunderstandings and historical
complexities, obstruct the harmony within our local communities, presenting pockets of

discord that, if unchecked, could develop into more significant conflicts.

Winds of political unrest blow very strongly, disturbing the tranquility we yearn for.
Governance challenges and power struggles leave an indelible stain mark on our societal
fabric, hindering the path to stability and peace. Corruption, inefficiency, and a lack of
transparent leadership cast doubts upon our shared aspiration for peaceful coexistence.
The unbridled pursuit of wealth and power compounds the situation, making it more

detrimental to the welfare of people.

Economic disparities, an unfortunate reality in our time, stand as towering barriers to the
serenity we desire. The cost of living is advancing northwards relentlessly and the growing
gap between the privileged and the disadvantaged is breeding more and more discontent,
and eroding the foundations of a harmonious society. The lack of opportunities, coupled
with the pressing issue of unemployment, perpetuates a cycle of frustration that can very

easily become a monster that will continue to prevent the peace that we are striving to



uphold. This is evident in the rise of cases of armed robbery, kidnapping, fraud, and a
pervasive feeling of insecurity that casts a pall over our daily lives, jeopardizing not only

our physical safety but also the essence of peace within our homes and neighborhoods.

We recall vividly some of the events that have disrupted our peace in recent times; events
such as the EndSARS saga in 2020, the fanaticism and intolerance that led to the tragic
murder of Deborah Samuel, the kidnap and murder of priests and religious, the ongoing
attack of local communities by groups of bandits especially in the middle belt of the
country, with the most recent ones being since the eve of Christmas 2023 in Plateau
State; the activities of the so-called unknown gunmen disturbing the peace and
development in the South East, the Owo massacre, the bombings of churches, the murder
of Stephen Ngofe Na'aman of Kafanchan Diocese, the kidnap and murder of Michael
Nnadi, the carelessness on the part of security officials that led to the death of innocent
victims in Kaduna state recently and a myriad of other worrisome instances. All of these
are sad and condemnable but they also remind us of our duty to strive for peace. So we
are challenged to seek the best option in the face of all these challenges: i.e. we must
work collectively towards a more harmonious society as we seek and strive after justice

and peace.

Working towards peace necessitates being immersed in the life of our communities and
practicing patience, tolerance and forgiveness in our daily lives. Creating communities of
peace where everyone is welcome and accepted, supporting organizations that promote
peace, speaking out against violence and injustice, and striving for a more just society
with equal access to basic necessities are vital steps. No action is insignificant or too

small; every effort makes a difference.

Our faith, whether Christian, Islam, or rooted in tradition, unites us through their
teachings on love, compassion, and forgiveness. These shared values serve as common
grounds, urging us to embrace one another despite our diversity. When we come together
guided by the values of our faiths, we find a resonance that goes beyond the discordant
notes of our differences. Hope becomes the catalyst for transformation, fostering an

unwavering belief in the possibility of a brighter tomorrow where peace reigns supreme.



Our faith-based communities stand as beacons of hope and moral guidance, possessing
collective strength to foster peace within our city and beyond. Let us gather not only in
our places of worship but also in shared spaces of understanding and dialogue, where

our faiths converge in pursuit of a singular goal: peaceful coexistence.

As we begin the New Year, 2024, let us keep peace at the forefront of our daily actions.
Let us commit to playing our parts in creating a more peaceful world and, like St. Francis
of Assisi, pray that the Lord would make us instruments of peace. May the Lord bless our
efforts, and may we all find peace in our hearts and lives as I commend you all to the

maternal care and intercession of our Blessed Mother Mary, the Queen of Peace.

Given at the Chancery on 8% January, 2024 on the Feast of the Baptism of the
Lord.

Most Rev. Alfred Adewale Martins \Qb '

Catholic Archbishop of Lagos and of the Met'FEr‘[iolitan See of Lagos

Ecclesiastical Province.



