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TO ALL PRIESTS AND RELIGIOUS WORKING IN THE ARCHDIOCESE OF LAGOS, 

AND THE LAY FAITHFUL  

Dear Brothers and Sisters in the Lord:   

1. THE MONTH OF OCTOBER: Welcome to the month of October, the tenth month 

of the year which ushers us into the beginning of the fourth quarter. The month of 

October is specially a Marian month dedicated to Our Lady of the Holy Rosary. In this 

month, the Church invites us to re-dedicate ourselves to the maternal patronage of our 

Mother through the praying of the Holy Rosary as part of our October Devotion. All the 

faithful are therefore expected to participate, both at the Parish and family level, in the 

activities of this age-old devotion. Anyone who prays the Rosary every day with faith and 

a deep sense of devotion, and not merely mechanically or superficially, will be more 

disposed to receive abundant graces from the Mother of God. 

Also, in this month, we celebrate the 64th Independence Anniversary of our beloved 

country. Let us seize the opportunity that the month of October offers, to pray for our 

country, Nigeria in these trying times; for economic stability, the triumph of justice, 

peace, reconciliation, progress and good governance.  

Feast days and memorials in this month are: Our Lady Queen of Nigeria (October 1) 

The Guardian Angels (October 2), St. Francis of Assisi (October 4), Our Lady of 

the Rosary (October 7), St. Teresa of Avila (October 15), St. Ignatius of Antioch 

(October 17), St. Luke (October 18), SS John de Brebeuf and Isaac Jogues and 

Companions (October 19), and Ss. Simon and Jude (October 28). 

2. POPE’S INTENTION FOR OCTOBER 2024: For a Shared Mission: We pray that 

the Church continues to sustain in all ways a Synodal lifestyle, as a sign of co-
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responsibility, promoting the participation, the communion and the mission shared among 

priests, religious and lay people. 

3. ARCHBISHOP’S INTENTION FOR OCTOBER 2024: For our Country Nigeria: 

We pray for our country Nigeria that God may inspire our rulers to find ways of 

liberating the citizens from the present economic hardship and grant rulers and citizens 

the strength to work towards building the nation of our dreams.  

4. 2025 ARCHDIOCESAN DIRECTORY: In preparation for the production of the 

directory for 2025, we continue to enjoin priests, religious, and leaders of various groups 

at the Archdiocesan level to send in their details (Full name and phone number) to the 

chancery for proper and effective compilation on or before 10th October, 2024. We ask 

everyone who notices an error in the past editions to point them out in good time as we 

shall not take responsibility for anyone or group that does not do so. 

5. REV. FR. STEPHEN NWOKEMODO: We are pleased to bring to the notice of the 

faithful of the Archdiocese that Rev. Fr. Nwokemodo Stephen, whose activities in the 

Archdiocese were unauthorized and therefore denounced, after a prayerful 

accompaniment is back in good standing with his Bishop and restored to full pastoral 

activities in his home Diocese. We thank God for him and pray that God will guide us all on 

the path of repentance, peace and reconciliation.  

6. ANNOUNCEMENTS:   

a. OCTOBER ROSARY PROCESSION/REPARATION PRAYER FOR PEACE IN 

NIGERIA: In line with our annual program, we invite all Catholics to our annual October 

Rosary Procession/Reparation Prayers for peace in Nigeria. This Archdiocesan Procession 

will start from the National Stadium, Surulere and end at the Marian shrine, St. Agnes 

Catholic Church, Maryland.   

Date: Tuesday, 1st October 2024 

Time: 7:30am  

Let us all respond to Mary’s call to prayer & reparation. May God bless our dear country 

with justice, development and peace.  

b. QUARTERLY RETURNS AND SPECIAL COLLECTIONS: Every Parish is expected to 

fulfill the canonical obligation of giving an account of its income and expenditures to the 
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Chancery and make the required financial returns. Please be reminded that the returns 

from the following Special Collections are to be made in the fourth quarter of the year: 

Catechetical Collection – (1st Sunday of the Month – 06/10/24), AUI Collection – 

(2nd Sunday of the Month - 13/10/2024), Mission Sunday Collection – 

(20/10/2024). We reiterate the instruction that Parish Priests/Priests-in-charge should 

make bank transfers to forestall the challenges of returned cheques, irregular signatures 

and other problems that cause cheques to bounce. We emphasize again that Parish 

Priests or Priests-in-Charge, should ensure that they log into the new digital platform 

(HYELLA) to make their returns. 

c. TEACHERS’ DAY CELEBRATION: This will take place at Mater Ecclesiae College, 

Epe on Saturday, 5th October 2024 by 10am. 

d. THE CATHOLIC HERALD CENTENARY LECTURE & AWARDS PRESENTATION: 

The Directorate of Social Communications invites all to the Catholic Herald Centenary 

Lecture & Award Presentation: 

Date: Saturday, 5th October, 2024.  

Time: 12: 00pm. 

Topic: The Nigerian State: Transcending Challenges: Attaining True Nationhood 

Guest Speaker: Most Rev. (Dr.) Matthew Hassan Kukah, Bishop of the Catholic Diocese 

of Sokoto. 

Venue: THE HALL, beside our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church, 16, Musa 

Yar’Adua Str. Victoria Island, Lagos. 

e. 2024 CATECHETICAL WEEK CELEBRATION: The annual Catechetical Week 

program in the Archdiocese begins from Sunday, 6th October to Sunday, 13th 

October, 2024. The theme for this year is: "Information Communication Technology at 

the service of Catechesis: Towards an Effective Evangelization in Nigeria”. We 

expect parishioners of all parishes to participate in the activities as the week’s activities 

are parish based. The pamphlet for this program will be available at the Religious 

Education Department @ N500    per copy. For further enquiries contact: 08108846869, 

08066224284.  
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f. ARCHDIOCESAN FINANCE COUNCIL MEETING: The meeting of the Archdiocesan 

Finance Council comes up on Tuesday, 8th October, 2024 by 10am in the Chancery’s 

Conference room. 

g. SECOND MEETING OF THE TRIBUNAL: The Second Meeting of the Tribunal 

comes up Wednesday, 9th October, 2024 by 10am in the Chancery’s Conference room. 

Members should take note. 

h. ANTHONY CARDINAL OKOGIE FOUNDATION ANNUAL LECTURE: The Anthony 

Cardinal Okogie Foundation Annual Lecture comes up: 

Date: Thursday, 10th October, 2024.  

Time: 10: 00am. 

Topic: Harnessing Nigeria’s Youthful Population as a Tool for Nation Building 

Guest Speaker: Prof. Enase Okonedo FCA, Vice Chancellor, Pan Atlantic University, 

Lagos, Nigeria. 

Venue: THE HALL, beside Our Lady of Perpetual Help Catholic Church, 16, Musa 

Yar’Adua Str. Victoria Island, Lagos. 

We implore Parish Priests and Priests-in-Charge of Parishes and Chaplaincies in the 

Archdiocese to kindly place Goodwill Messages at a minimum of N40,000.00 (Half Page). 

Deanery Laity Councils and Archdiocesan Lay Organisation/Society/Association are to 

place Goodwill Messages at the cost of N40,000.00. Kindly write cheques in favour of 

Catholic Archdiocese of Lagos ACOF Lecture Planning OR Direct payment into Access 

Bank Account No. 1621314206. Soft copies of the goodwill materials are to be sent to the 

Whatsapp No. 08023175610 or lawojemen@yahoo.co.uk and majahimie@yahoo.com. Kindly 

call 07024885188 for further information. Thank you for your generous support. 

i. REVIEW OF ARCHDIOCESAN LAITY ELECTIONS GUIDELINES: We commend all 

the Lay Organizations that have sent their input in the first phase of the review process. 

Lay leaders are hereby invited to review and discuss the first draft of the Elections 

Guidelines, aimed at harmonizing and aligning elections into offices in the Archdiocese in 

order that it can help us to be more effective in evangelising and achieving social change.  

Kindly find a copy of the guidelines here for your study.  
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https://docs.google.com/document/d/1VEIGLYnIY0KH5KtPkB-

QPgT4fl2ee5QO/edit?usp=drive_link&ouid=115296050515177035510&rtpof=true&sd=tr

ue 

There will be a town meeting/workshop to deepen understanding of the rationale for the 

changes being advocated, ask questions and make further input prior to the conclusion of 

the process.  Those who are concerned required to register their names as spaces are 

limited. 

Invited: Parish, Deanery and Archdiocesan lay leaders: 

ZOOM: Friday October 11, 2024 from 7pm to 9: 30pm. 

PHYSICAL – Saturday, October 12 from 10am to 12: 30pm.  

Venue: To be announced (Ikeja Deanery)  

Kindly register here by October 7, 2024 using this link: 

https://forms.gle/JuH2WnXT5coX3bnbA 

j. CATECHISTS’ DAY CELEBRATION: This will take place at Catholic Church of the 

Ascension, Airport Road on Sunday, 13th October 2024 by 11:00am  

k. CURIA MEETING: The meeting of the Archdiocesan Curia comes up on Wednesday, 

16th October 2024 at 10am in the Chancery’s Conference room.  

l. WORLD MISSION SUNDAY: The World Mission Sunday comes up on Sunday 20th 

October, 2024. Theme: “Go and invite everyone to the Banquet” (cf. Mt. 22: 1-14). It is 

expected that as we pray for the success of missionary activities of the Church, the 

collections on that day would be remitted to the Chancery and forwarded to Rome in 

order to assist the Holy Father in meeting the needs of missionary activity all over the 

world. 

m. FEST2LAFF 2024: The Gospel Comedy Concert/Charity fund-raiser Season 6, 

organized to create entertainment and raise funds to assist the less privileged tagged: 

“Fest2laff with MC Smart and Catholic Comedians…The Caritas” is scheduled to hold as 

follows: 

Date: Sunday, 20th October, 2024. 

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
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Time: 4pm-10pm 

Venue: The Hall, 16 Musa Yar’ Adua Street Victoria Island, Lagos. 

Ticket: Regular N5, 000, VIP N25, 000 

Tables: Gold N500, 000. Premium N1, 000,000 

Seat on a Table: N50, 000 and N100, 000 respectively. 

Tickets are available in all parishes. For sponsorship and enquiries, please call MC SMART 

on 08062499548, 09019521987  

n. TRUE LOVE WINS CAMPAIGN: The Pro-Family Life Association of Nigeria (PLAN) 

is organizing a special programme on the 26th of October, 2024 titled “True Love Wins 

Campaign”. This programme is designed to promote and educate Catholics on the ways to 

preserve pre-marital chastity and absolute fidelity to one’s spouse after marriage. The 

venue is Ss. Peter and Paul Catholic Church, Abeokuta Street, Somolu. Time: 

9:00am. Single or married individuals are strongly encouraged to avail themselves of this 

opportunity to learn more about marriage and relationships. 

o. PRIESTLY ORDINATION: To the glory of God, our deacons, Revs. Akotonayon 

Patrick, Aliegwu Thomas, Canice Emmanuel, Ebede Michael, Ekemezie Clinton, Momah 

Stephen, Okhiria Timothy, Onaji Gregory, Ugwumba Princewill, and Umenwanne 

Ethelbert will be ordained Priests on Thursday, 31st October, 2024 at Holy Spirit 

Catholic Church, Onireke at 10:00am. Let us continue to pray that the Lord would send 

faithful servants to work in his vineyard 

Towards the 2024 Priestly Ordination, parishes are expected to pay the sum of N50, 

000.00 for Goodwill messages in the brochure to their respective Deaneries who will 

remit the money to the Ordination Planning Committee, in support of preparations for the 

ordination. 

p. ARCHDIOCESAN ENGAGEMENT SEMINARS AND KNOWLEDGE TESTS: The 

seminars and tests have been going on and they continue according to the schedule stated 

below:  

Seminar Physical Zoom 

Registration 

Deadline 
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Strengths 

Discernment  

August 3, 10, 17, 24, 

31& Sep 7, 2024 at 

1130am 

Wednesdays July 31 to 

September 4, 2024,7 pm 

to 9 pm July 18 

Gifts Discernment 

August 3, 10, 17, 24, 

31, 2024 at 9 am 

August. 1, 8, 15, 22 & 29, 

2024 at 7 pm to 9 pm July 18 

Deanery Governance 

Guidelines 

September 21, 2024, 

from 9 am to 4 pm 

September 19 and 20 at 7 

pm to 9:30 pm September 7 

Budgeting and 

Financial Reporting 

Workshop 

 

September 24 and 25 at 7 

pm. to 9:30 pm September 7 

Leading for Mission 

- Lay Leaders 

Every Saturday in 

October 5 - 26 from 

9 am to 5 pm 

Tuesdays to Thursdays in 

October 7 pm to 9:30 pm September 15 

Parish Governance 

Guidelines 

November 16, 2024, 

from 9 am to 4 pm 

November 7 and 8 at 7 pm 

to 9:30 pm October 15 

Laity Committees – 

Orientation None 

November 14 and 15 at 7 

pm to 9:30 pm October 15 

Leading for Mission 

– Clergy None 

January 29, 30; February 

26, 27, March 26, 27, 

2025 from 9 am to 5 pm. 

December 30, 

2024 

  

Kindly use this link to register for Seminars: https://forms.gle/uNwomh2VxsMt2sm27 

Knowledge Test Online Quiz Date Time Registration Deadline 

Strengths Discernment  

September 15, 

2024 

8:00 

PM September 1, 2024 

Gifts Discernment  
September 7, 8:00 

September 1, 2024 

about:blank
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2024 PM 

Deanery Guidelines  

September 28, 

2024 

8:00 

PM September 7, 2024 

Archdiocesan Guidelines  

September 28, 

2024 

8:00 

PM September 10, 2024 

Leading for Mission - Lay 

Leaders  November 2, 2024 

8:00 

PM September 20, 2024 

Parish Guidelines  

November 23, 

2024 

8:00 

PM November 3, 2024 

Leading for Mission - Clergy  April 5, 2025 

8:00 

PM March 30, 2025 

 

Kindly sign up for QUIZZES using this link: https://forms.gle/XayjZEFAbPhaZHcd7 

q. JDPC Food Bank Project: The food Bank project organized by the Justice 

Development and Peace Center (JDPC) Lagos is still in progress. We therefore appeal to 

Parish Priests and all people of goodwill to kindly support the JDPC in cash or kind. 

Financial donations can be made to JDPC FOOD BANK PROJECT, Zenith Bank- 

1224609969 while food items can be sent to the JDPC office @ 19, Maye Street, Off 

Commercial Avenue, Yaba, Lagos or contact the office on 08102580516. 

r. MATER ECCLESIAE MONASTERY: Monthly Retreat: Mater Ecclesiae Monastery, 

Sangotedo, Lagos, organizes a day of spiritual retreat for young girls from 15 years and 

above for the purpose of discerning their vocation. The retreat is scheduled to hold on 

the first Saturday of every month. Time: 9:00 am –4.00 pm. Venue: Mater Ecclesia 

Monastery, Sangotedo, Lekki, Lagos. 

Mater Ecclesiae Retreat Center: Mater Ecclesiae Retreat Center, located in the serene 

atmosphere of the Monastery, is officially open to everyone for personal and Group 

Retreats. Time for Public Adoration to the Most Holy Sacrament is from Mondays to 

Saturdays 9:00am to 8:30pm; on Sundays after 9:00am Mass to 12:15pm; and from 

about:blank
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3:30pm to 5:00pm. Also, you can visit the Book Centre. For more inquiries, call 

09085648168. 

s. UNUSUAL PRAISE 2024: Unusual Praise 2024 will hold on Friday, December 13, 

2024 at the Tafawa Balewa Square, Onikan, Lagos, starting at 5pm. The Theme of this 

year’s event is “Let the Peoples Praise You, O God” – Psalm 67: 3. As the largest Catholic 

Praise event in Africa, Unusual Praise 2024 will feature praise and worship ministers who 

will lead us in spirit-filled worship. The event shall be a hybrid; with people attending 

physically and others joining through the Social Media Platforms, DSTV and other 

partner TV Stations.  

To support Unusual Praise or purchase T-shirts and other Unusual Praise merchandise, 

please contact Tina Oruche on 08127038632. Please visit www.unusualpraise.org to 

register in advance to avoid long queues at the gate. For updates on Unusual Praise, please 

follow our social media platforms @unusualpraise. May the good Lord bless us all as we 

gather to praise him. 

t. St. Augustine College of Education, Akoka, Yaba, Lagos (Project T. I. M. E) 

Affiliated to University of Ibadan: we call on Parish Priests and Priests-in-Charge to 

inform their Parishioners that Admission is in progress for the 2024/2025 Session. With 

a minimum JAMB score of 200 and above for Full-Time and below 200 for Part-Time 

Degree programmes; 100 and above for NCE programmes, the College is the place for you.  

Our programmes include: 

 a. Degree and Certificate programmes of the University of Ibadan in the Faculties of 

Education, Arts and Social Sciences.  

b. Nigeria Certificate in Education (NCE) PROGRAMMES: 

Computer science, Economics, CRS/IRS, Political Science, English Language, Social 

Studies, Business Education (Accounting & Secretarial studies), Primary Education. 

Studies (PES), Early Childhood care & Education (ECCE), Adult and Non-formal Education, 

and Mathematics. 

Science and Technology: Physics, Chemistry, Biology, Mathematics and Integrated 

Science. 

 All NCE Certificates are awarded by the College 

about:blank
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DURATION: Full Time – 3 years, Part Time - 4 Years 

Requirement for Degree and NCE Programmes (Full-Time and Part Time): 5 or 6 Credits in 

One or Two sittings 

 PDE (Professional Diploma In Education)-First Degree or H. N. D. from any recognized 

Tertiary Institution. 

 Catechesis- Practicing and intending Catechists or O' Level Certificate. 

INTENDING STUDENTS CAN OBTAIN THEIR APPLICATION FORMS at St. 

Augustine College Of Education, 2, Moronfolu Street, by Pako Bus stop, Close to FCE 

(Technical) and UNILAG, Akoka, Yaba, Lagos State. OR log on to: 

www.staugustinecollege.edu.ng and follow the guidelines. FOR FURTHER ENQUIRIES, 

PLEASE CALL: 08065954493, 08024582945 OR 08033244652 (Catechesis), 

07035121621 

u. SEASON OF CREATION: The Season of Creation 2024 is upon us, starting with the 

World Day of Prayer on September 1st through to October 4th, the Feast day of St. 

Francis of Assisi. The Catholic Church and the entire ecumenical family will come 

together under this year’s inspiring theme: “Hope and act with creation” drawn from 

Saint Paul’s Letter to the Romans (8:19-25) in which the Apostle explains what it means 

for us to live according to the Spirit and focus on the sure hope of salvation which is born 

of faith, ie newness of life in Christ. According to Pope Francis, “to hope and act with 

creation, then, means above all to join forces and walk together with all men and women 

of good will. In this way, we can help to rethink, among other things, the question of 

human power, its meaning and its limits.”  

We witness real hope in action if we draft and implement plans for meaningful change in 

our lifestyle. Restore, Reuse or Recycle is the response appropriate for those who hear 

the cry of the earth. Let us overcome especially the syndrome of single-use plastic and 

Styrofoam that clog our gutters and eventually harm life in the ocean, where they end up 

eventually after they may have led to environmental disasters such as flooding etc. Let us 

all strive to be responsible stewards of creation through sustainable actions to care for 

the earth – our common home.    
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The cries of the Earth and those that are suffering urge us on to a life lived in integral 

ecology. Through September 1st to October 4th, therefore, let us explore how these 

cries call us to action and inspire hope within our communities. We cannot afford to turn 

a deaf ear to the cries of the hungry in the land and a blind eye to the ecological 

degradation engendered by human actions.  

We call upon parish priests and priests-in-charge to encourage the observance of the 

Season of Creation 2024. It is a unique opportunity to bring the faithful together with 

activities such as a Mass for creation, a cleanup at a local park, dump site, as well as 

engage in tree planting and foster responsible consumerism. 

v. THE ARCHDIOCESAN ANTHEM: The Lagos Archdiocesan anthem has been available 

for some time now. We commend those parishes and secondary schools who have been 

singing the anthem at occasions in their parishes and schools. The lyrics of the Anthem 

can be found using the following link: 

https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1ZtEQkHgmZzgDAqm-hIVBFouh5SdJJE1Q. 

We expect parish priests and priests-in-charge of parishes to ensure that it is learnt by 

their choirs and that they lead the congregation in singing it, at least once a month on the 

last Sunday and at occasions when the Archbishop celebrates Mass in the parishes.  

w. MEETINGS: The Archbishop will be meeting all Diocesan Priests, Male and Female 

Religious working in the Archdiocese during the month of November. The meetings are 

scheduled as follows: 

- Meeting with all Diocesan Clergy: 13th November, 2024 

- Meeting with Female Religious: 21st November, 2024 

- Meeting with Male Religious: 27th November, 2024 

8. PRIESTLY ORDINATION ANNIVERSARY: We congratulate, rejoice and request 

your prayers for Very Revd Fr. Anthony Fadairo and Frs. Obi John, Innocent Uwakwe, 

Gabriel Feyisetan OP, Godrick Shaba, Dennis Ujomu OSJ, Samugana Gilbert OSJ, Kyrian 

Onwuka, Moses Ojobo, Alphonsus Olawale CSSR, Godwin Abbah CSSR, and Ntia Anthony 

OSJ whose sacerdotal ordination anniversaries occur this month. May God grant them 

lasting joy and the grace of final perseverance. Ad multos annos. 

 

about:blank
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Signed  

+ Alfred Adewale Martins  

Archbishop, Metropolitan See of Lagos 

 

     


